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aol. 7: 


Hether a War be lawful among Chri- 
ftian Princes, fince the Doétrine of 
our Saviour {zith, Love your Ene- 
mies, and prayfor them that delpitefully ule you. 

An(w. By our private Capacities we are to Love 
our Neighbours to pray ior all men, to bi pitiful, 
and love as Brethren, ftanding in that rela to Our 
Creator, who makes the Sun to fhine upon all. We 
are to bear tolerable injuries, as the detpiteful ufage 
of a Box ortwo on the Ear, or a {mall Los, and en- 
deavour to be at peace with all men, if poffible, and 
forgive thofe that Tre(pafs again‘t us, and_ufe all the 
methods of accommodation to be reconciled to our 
Enemies. However, thele Commands are not Exclu- 
five of the great Command, the Duty of Magiftrates, 
who are to follow the Methods of the Law, to punifh 
Offenders proportionable to their Crimes: ,And it is 
not unmerciful to infli€@ thac upon Criminals, either 
by the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, or 
of Man, according to the Nature of the Wrong. 
Now thofe Princes who deliver whole Nations from 
Tyranny and Slavery, the fooner they effect fuch de- 
liverance, the greater is the Compaffion ; and fuch 
merciful God-like Kinzs manage their Viétories not liké 
the barbarous Lewis the XiV. in his dragooning Con- 
werfion, or his Alive in the bloody Facobite Affizes in 
the Weft: But their methods are to fettie thofe Nati- 
ons they refcue, in {fu Condition as the Nature of 
their wrong requires, that they may be out of dan- 
ger of Tyranny. That Prince only anfwers the end of 
the great Truft repoied in him by God and Man, who 
preferves his People at home by their Laws, and goes 
out aud fights their Battles abroad. 


Queft. 1. 


Queft. 2. What fort of Trees were the Trees of Know- 
ledze of Good and Evil, and the Tree of Life ? 

Anlw, We believe that thefe Trees were Sacramen- 
tal, and vifilsle Signs of che Covenant between God 


— 


the Water of Rezenvrasion, yet ‘cis like other Water, On- 
ly different in its ends: Thus ove of thefe Trees was 
call’d the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, from 
the Good or Evil depending upon the not eating, or 
eating of it; the obierving or not obferving the Com- 
mands of God. As for the Tree of Life, ‘twas alfo 
Sacrainental, and a ftanding Sign of the Covenant on 
Gols part, that if Adam obey’d he fhou'd live fot 
ever. We mizht add, thé not°in the Queftion, that 
When ‘tis faid thar Alaa was driven out of Paradife, 
ani 2 Vlaming Sword guarded the Tree of Life that he 


fhoud not eat thereof, it fignifies only thus, That 4- 
dim was driven away from his pretenfions and Claith 
that he Lido the Tree of Life whilft Obedient, and 
becatie hie had broke his part, the Covenant on Gods 
fide no longer Obdligatory ; but initead of that 
fone token oO} Himing Wrath and Difpleafure was 
exhib ) id forth to guilty Adam. In® fhore, 
"Tis to prove that all chefe Texts are not literal, 
nort 2a urcer his Fall was locally expell’d out of 
any place, ¢ bid to eat {pecifically of any Tree, 
even that waich was the Tree of Lite, but Sacramen- 
tilly. 1. Becaulfe Adom was not at firft forbidden to 
eat of che Tree of Lite, but the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good aid iwil: So that the Tree of Life was common 
Food to him before his Fall, we mean as a Tree of 


Food aad Nourtihnent; now if ic had gd@been Sacramen- 


ti che Edect, he had immortaliz’d himfelf before his 
Fall, 2. If che I 4 Lite had not been really Sacra- 
mental, and the Flaming Sword Metaphorical, then 
ie hat bee: the fane thing to al! Adam's Polterity. “We 


are all kept from this Tree as Adam was, but ‘tis well 
known there’s no fuch place in the World where 
there is a Flaming Sword, tho’ we are certain we know 
he very place of Paradice (where Adam liv’d.) We 
find no mention made of fuch a Sword or Tree of 
Life by Adams Children, or any of the Patriarchs 
before the Flood ; nor that Cain after he flew his Bro. 
ther made any Attempt to participate of the Tree when 
he fear’d Death from every hand: we,coud add many 
more Arguments te this effect, which fully convince us 
that all thefe Trees were common Natural Trees, and 
only Sacramental in their effects. fo Jong as the firft 
Covenant was unbroken, and that afterwards they were 
the fame in every refpect, as our ordinary fruit-trees 
are at this day. 


Queft. 3. Of what Form was the Serpent in Paradife, 
and whether fuch a fort of Creature werg not more likely t9 
frighten, than tempt Eve > 

Anfw. To tempt a Woman, it is reafonable to conje- 
ture it hada Mans Face, for there are fuch Serpents 
in Medagafcar ; but there is no neceflity to invagiie 
that, or that ic had Feet, for by a Motion and Curle 
of the Tail ic might ereét it felf without Feer, and 
reach the fruit of the Trees, this Creature being beau- 
tiful with a Skin variegated with pretty Colours, al- 
fo having a Natural Subtiity above the other Creatures, 
twas a proper Inftrument for the Devil to maxe ule of, 
who might very probably tell her thré its Organs that 
it had obtain’d the gift of {peaking by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, whereupon Eve might probably be- 
lieve it might be fo ; becaufe neither this Creature, 
nor any other that were named by Adam could {peak : 
and fhe might farther conclude it muft be true, that if 
this forbidden fruit had the Vertue to endue a Creature 
with Speech and Reaion, it would unqueftionably fur- 
nifh her‘and her Husband Adam with a fuperlative rea- 
fon, even to attain fo much Knowledge,«as chat they 
both fhould be as wife as Gods, and upon this pre- 
fumption fhe might be perfwaded to eat, and draw in 
her Husband. 


Queft. 4. Notwithftanding you have gonvine’d fuch as 
bad the Cuwdofity 10 examine the Original Copy left at your 
Bookfellers, that the Printer bad put in five lines that were 
fcraiche out instead of five others, where a Note of reference 
was mide in the {ame Paper, that thers is yet in thole that 
were lat} inferted falfe Latin, Nonfence and a falle Quan- 
tity in Athcos, (you having made the firfE (yllable fhort ) 
as alforwo or three more Faults, youd do well to clear your 
[dui of this fecond Charge. 

"An(w. As for the Slander of thofe perfons that have 
endeavour'd to mifreprefent us, they have manag’d the 
Quarrel] with fo mua Malice and Faifhood, where the 
cou’'d have no hold of us, that they. Mave fo far loft 
their Reputation, that their Charge againft us is rather 
an Blozy and Commendation, than the contrary: So that 
we need not be concern’d at any further Attempts a- 
gainft us. Thofe that have a better Opinion of ‘em, 
will foon fee ‘em publickly expos'd in fuch a Drels, that 
they, will ‘alfo change their Opinions, and be of the 
Judgment of the fober part of Mankind. As to this Jalt 
Charge, we fhall yet once more clear gmr felyes. Nor- 
fence, falfe Latin, and two or three m@Fe. faults, don’c 
at all affeét us, by faying that we are guilty of ‘em, 
and not producing the places where ; for as. we fhall 
pever defire ’em to tpare us, fo “tis well known chat 
their Malice wou'd have noted the places, ff there had 
been any; a bare peremptory afkertion proves nothing 
where an Enemy {peaks, but rather that what he fays 

falfe, finee he dares not narticularize, ror fesr of 

being 


being found out. As for 4 in Atheos,.as we faid be- 
fore that it was fhort, fo we yet contiuue to fay fo, 
notwithftanding their Affertion to the contrary, ‘tis 
Originally a Greek Word dfeos, and every one that 
knows a little Greek, alfo knows that « in the Antipe- 
nultima is fhort before all Confonants : We meet with only 
two before theta in the Greek Tongue that are except- 
ed, viz. TaSvanis and fd Suuos, we thal! be oblig’d to 
any one that can fhow us any more; (and here by the 
by. we defire the Reader to read penultima inftead of an- 
tipenaltima in the Queftion about Cleomenes..) And now 
let our Adverfaries produce their Authorities for atheos, 
where a is ufed Jong either in Greek or any good La- 
tin Author: And as for the other Charges which came 
along with this, we hope they’! be fo kind to their own 
Shipwrackt Reputation, as to make ‘em out, or own their 
bafenefs and difingenuity. 


Queft. 5. What's the meaning of the following Verfes, 
they being often usd by thofe that fet up for the greatett 
Wits in Town ? Tis fuppos’d they muft be fomething ex- 
traordinary, that the Fejt wil bear fo long ? 


Tacitus pafci fi poffet Corvus, . haberet. 
Plus dapis, & rixz multO minds, invidieq; 


Anfw. ’Tis level’'d at an honeft Bookseller in Town, 
by the very fame Perfons that thought to affront -him 
with the Sculpture of a Raven and an Owl; but as 
then the Affront retorted upon themfelves by the im- 
pertinent filly Métto they ty’d to it, viz. Par pari, 
Birds of a Feather ; which fhows ’em well skilld in 
Pairing ; fo here for the fake of Corvus, which is a 
little liker to a Raven than an Owl, they have huddled 
in a Couple of Verfes that are as Impertinent as ( but 
much more ridiculous than) Par pari. The meaning 
of the Verfes is, That if Corvus ( the Perfon repre- 
fented) would deal under hand with ’em, be fhould have 
better Fare, le{s Scolding and Envy. A little Paraphrafe 
wou'd fhow what an unfeafonable Jeft this is : Firft as to 
Plus dapis, ( more Dainties ) it as ill comes out of the 
Mouth of fuch as receive their daily Bread from Cor- 
vus and thofe of his Profeffion, as any thing in Na- 
ture can do; as for rixa, ( Scolding ) ’tis one of the 
Effential Qualifications of thefe Gentlemen, and ‘tis e- 
gregioufly known under their own hands, that they 
are great Proficients at it, and by this Infertion ‘tis 
ee: they threaten to continue in fuch a commenda- 

le Qualification, without they are Brib’d to the,con- 
trary: As to invidia, ( Envy, alias Interloping ) that’s 
as foolifh as the reft, (thd Horace they fay is their 
Patron ) for why they fhou’d Envy fuch a poor de- 
{picable Corvus, whofe plus dapis is dependant ( as they 
have idly inferr’d ) _— their difingenuity, is certain- 
ly a greater Riddle than a Jeft to all Men. This in 
geueral from a ‘Charaéter of their own choofing ; as 
toa more particular Perfonal one, our Bookfeller will] 
{peak further amongft his Advertifements. 


Queft. 6. Were all thofe Perfons Damn'd, who were 
burnt in the Conflagration of Sodom, and the adjoining Ci- 
ties, becaufe St. Jude Epift. v. 7. fays, They fuffered the 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire > 

An{w. The Judge of the whole World, thal} hézor 
do righteoufly, or underftand as well 2s a Man? No 
doubt fome good People were drowned in the Deluge, 
and fo might there be fome in Sodom under the Number 
of ten, and there is no more Injuftice in deftroying the 
righteous or innocent Children, with their Parents, 
than {n infli€@ting Difeafes on them here, cc. to the 
punifhment of their Parents minds in this life. The 
righteous may fhare in a common Calamity, and fuffer a 
temporal Death, with and for the fins of the Wicked, 
who draw down Judgments ; yet if God doth notsthink 
fit to feal, and fecure them from the outward ftroke, 
as he fometim@s doth, yet they are fecure as to their 
better part in another life. Some are perfwaded that 
Lot was the only righteous Man in thofe Cities ( mean- 
ing Perfons at the Years of Difcretion ) but whether ie 

was fo or no, ‘tis certain that place fuffering the Venge- 


ance of Eternal Fire, was really meant by and Iimitea 
to the Wicked in Sodom and Gomorrah, and of fuch we 
cant doubt but the Paflage is litterally true. 


We have in this Paper ( according to our 
Promife ) Anfwer’d all the Queftions 
mention’d in our two laff Mercuries, and 
refolve to continue Anfwering a# Que. 
Stions whatever, that we may render 
our Undertaking perfeét. 


There are certain Memoirs come to our Hands about 
the Lives of Mr. B. and his Friend, which our next 
Saturdays Advertifements fhall tell the World what 
Ule is defign'd to be made of ’em. 


© The Lady's Queftions thal] be Anfwer'd next Tuef-, 
day. 


His is to give Notice that THE YOUNG ST#- 

DENTS LIBRARY willbe ready to be deliver’d 
to the SUBSCRIBERS either Bound or in Quires the 
6th. Day of next Fune, and not before. 
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BOOKS Newly Publifbed. . 


Oz He Sixth Volume of the Athenian Mercn- 

ry is now Publifh’d ; Refolving all the 
moft Nice and Curious Queftions Propofed by 
the Jngentous of either Sex, from Saturday, Yan. 
30. to Tuefday Ay 10. 1692. Price 25.64, 
This Stxth Volume is neatly done up in AfZarble 
Paper, with a General Title, Preface and In- 
dex to it. Printed for John Dunton, at the 
Raven in the Poultrey 3 where is to be had the 
entire Sett of the Arhenian Mercuries, (and 
the Supplements to em.) for the Year 1691, 
( or fingle ones to this time. ) 


“or Ofpel Truth ftated and vindicated : 

wherein fome of Dr. Cri/p’s Opini- 
are confidered, and the oppofite Truths are 
plainly ftated and confirmed. By Danied 
Williams. Printed for Fob Dunton at the Ra- 
ven in the Poultrey. 


%** The Double Defcent. A Poem defcri- 
bing both Inavafions. Price 6 d. 


> He Good Old Canfe: Or the Divine 
Captain Charatteriz’d. InaSermon 
not preach‘d, nor needful to be preach’d in 
any place fo properly as in a Camp. By 
Edmuna Hickeringill Rector of the Rectory 
of All Saints in Colcheffer : Both Printed 
for Fohn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


Ts? Treatifes concerning the Divine Light. The Firft 
being an An{wer toa Letter of a Learned Quaker, 
which he is pleafed to call, 4 Fuft Reprebenfion to Johh 
Norris for bis Unjuft Reflections on the Quakers, in his 
Book Entituled, Refleétions upon the Conduct of Humane 
Life, @’c. The Second beinga Difcourfe concerning the 
Grofinefs of the Quakers Notion of the Light within, 
with their Confufion and Inconfiftency in Explaining it. 
By JOHN NORRIS, M. A. Printed for Sam. Manfhip at 
the Black Bull jn Cornhill, near the Royal Exchange, 1692. 
Price Bound 1 s. 


LONDON, Printed for Foun urnton at the Raven in the Pontrey, 1602. 


—_— ter we “~“"™) cee. == 56 Gees @ “=e Ch 


a». 2 “Seer Gees Qe © 


